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Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 11th September, 1928.

Paca

Addreas-in-Benly, Presentation o,
Question : Trafic Act, fees collected ... ... 020
Bills ; Electric light and Power Apreement Amend- 6620
mant, 38, passed s . ng

Education, 2&.. Com, s
Municipa] Counns] of Collle Valldation, retnened

Permanent Reserve (King's Perk), 28. ... 34

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.39
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY—PRESEN-
TATION.

The PRESIDENT: I desire to inform
hon. members that I waited upon His Ex-
cellency the Governor, and presented the
Address-in-reply to which His Excellency
has been pleased to make the following
acknowledgment—

Government House, Perth, 6th September,
1928, Mr. President and hon. members of the
Legislative Council, T thank you for your ex-
pressions of loyalty to Hia Most Gracious Maj-
esty the King and for your Address to the
Speeeh with whieh I opened Parliament. (Sgd.)
W. R. Campion, Governor.

QUESTION—TRAFTIC ACT—TEES
COLLECTED.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN (for Hon. H.
Stewart) asked the Chief Secretary: What
was the amount collecied under the Traffic
Aect, 1919, by way of license fees for vek-
ieles during the last Bnaneial year—(a) by
local euthorities in the mefropolitan area
under Section 13; (b) by country road
bhoards; and munieipalities not ineluded in
(a)%

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The amount collected by the Commissioner of
Police, who is the loeal authority for the
Metropolitan Area, was £100,760, 7s. 7d. 2,
The fignres for the financial year ended 30th
June, 1928, are not yet available. The
amount collected during the year ended
30th June, 1927, was £89,256 18s. 3d.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—-EDUCATION.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed frem the 3ih September

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Homn, J. M
Drew—Central—in rveply) [+35]: In th
discussion on the second reading of this Bi!
we bad two remarkahle speeches—one from
Sir Edward Wittenoom and the other fror
Mr. Stewart, and they are as opposite n
the poles. Sir Edward considers we ar
spending too much money on eduecalion
that we are providing more blind alleys fo
our young people; and that, on aceount o
this excess of edueation, mannal labour i
in many instanees looked upon as degrad
ing. Mr, Stewart, on the other hand, think:
we are not spending nearly enougly, and fo
the second time he submits a proposal which
if adopted, would increase the expenditmr
of the Educafion {Department enormously
and far beyond the means of the State
The hon. member seems still to be of opinior
that a school should bhe started wherever
four children eould he gnthered together
He said so when diseussing the Address-in
reply, and in speaking on this Bill he ra
marked: “There may be four ehildren only.
and those four children not of one famiix
who are unable to take advantage of the
correspondence system. Why should they
be made to suffer?” It is easy enongh for
any person to press such a request, but one
wonld have thought thet when a member of
this House submitted a proposition of sueh
proportions, be would have taken a litte
trouble to see that it was accompanied by
some scheme under which it could be sne-
cessfully financed. But not one word about
that aspeet of the question, except a pass-
ing remark that he would he prepared to
bear his proportion of increased taxation
to bring about the desired resnlt. No doubt
he would, but would members sec the justi-
fication for so burdening the general eom-
munity? Now, to establish a school of the
smallest sort would, apart from expenditure
on the building, ecost ahout £300 for the
first year, and £280 a vear afterwards.
either directly or indirectly. 8o that a
school of four children would entail an ex-
penditure of about £70 a head per annum.
The effeet of Mr. Stewart’s speech is {0
lead the public to believe that primary edu-
cation is sadly neglected in Western Aus-
tralia, whereas, prohably no other countrv
in the world (where the disadvantage of
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vast distances and a seaitered population
have to be overcome) has done, or is doing,
s0 much in the cause of primary education
as Western Australin. Obviously it is im-
possible, owing to the expense involved, to
bring educution within the reach of all, just
as it is impossible, for the same reason, to
provide medical and hospital treatment in
every little eentre of our State. What
Western Australin is doing in conneetion
with primary schools compares more thau
favourably with what is being done in the
Eastern States. 1 will go over some of the
ground I went over a few weeks ago, even
if it be distasteful to Mr. Stewart to be
told what he already knows. We open a
school, if the parents provide the building,
when the average attendance is eight, and
we permit children of five to help make up
the number. In similar circumstances Vic-
toria demands 12, Tasmania 10 and Queens-

land nine. We provide a building when the
average attendanee reaches 10.  Oniy
New South Wales iz equally liberal.

Quecnsland requires 12, and Victoria, South
Australia and Tasmania require 20. Does
Mr. Stewart want us to go further than
that and establish a school and provide »
building for four children when Victoria
and Sounth Australia do not attempt the
task until there is almost a certainty of an
average attendance of 20, We also assist
settlers or a combination of settlers to pro-
vide teaching facilities for theiv children.
In coastal districts we subsidise them to
the extent of £12, and in the goldfields dis-
triets £13 10s. for fevery child in daily
attendance, if the parents secure the ser-
vices of a suitahle teacher. There are 14
such assisted schools in the State now. Add-
ing to these provisions the motor van ser-
vices (about 17 at present), and the cor-
respondence classes, it must be recognised
that, while every family cannot possibly
be served, we are doing very well in pro-
viding faecilities for primary edueation in
this State, and we are doing much better
in fact than any of our Eastern neighbours.
T must eonfess that I eannot follow Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom in his seathing references
to universities and secondary schools. T do
not know whether he would abolish these in-
stitutions and high schools, or whether
he wounld reserve them for the sons
and daughters of the wellto-do. My
conception of what the aims of these in-
stitutions ought to be is that they should
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provide the means of {raining the intellects
and developing the talents of brilliant young
men and young women in the interests of
the community as well as of students. In
my opinion character and practical proof
of the possession of brains shounld be the
essentizl qualification for a High Sechool or
University education. Boys and girls who
give evidence that they are likely to dis-
tinguish themselves in literature, or in the
other professions should be regarded as
great potential assets for the nationm, and
should be encouraged in every legitimate
way to continue their studies on lines snited
to their talents, “We want more scholar-
ships to keep the elever boys at sechool’’ Dr.
Saw interjected, while Mr. Stewart was
speaking. I am in hearty aceord with that
expression of opinion. The importance of
the matter has not been overlocked by the
State.  Secondary school scholarships for
boys were instituted in 1885. These scholar-
ships, two in number, were of the value of
£50 per annum, tenable for three years at
the High School, Perth. In 1895 the value
of the scholarships was raised to £75. The
number was increased to three in 1900, each
of the value of £50 per annum, tenable for
three years at a school in which higher edu-
cation, as approved, was given. In 1904 ipe
number was inereased to three or more of
the value of £560 per annum, tenable for three
years. The scholarships were added fo and
the conditions altered from time to time until,
in 1923, there were 50 secondary school
scholarships of the same value, namely, up to
£3 for books, travelling expenses, and £30
for board, where necessary, and payment of
University public examination fees. There
were also 50 scholarships for District High
Schools. Scholarships, tenable at the Nar-
rogin School of Agriculture, were awarded
for the first time in 1917. Five were offered.
They are of the valne of £30 per annum
tenable for two years. Two scholarships are
offered each year by the Edueation Endow-
ment Trustees. All these scholarships are
awarded on the recommendation of the Dis-
trict Inspectors. Children of fallen or dis-
abled soldiers are also cared for. Six places
are reserved annnally in the Perth Modern
School, four in the Goldfields High School
and ten at any of the District High Schools,
If the successful candidates are obliged to
live away from home they receive a lodging
allowance of £30. From 1919 two more
scholarships were offered, tenable at the
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Perth Technieal School, two at the School of
Mines, Kalgoorlie, and two at the Univer-
sity. These were each of the value of £30
per annum, tenable for three years. In
1925 the regulations were altered to allow
of six scholarships tenable at the University
of Western Australia, Techmical School,
School of Mines and the Teachers’ College.
The scholarships at the College are tenable
for ome, two or three years, according to
the course being taken. The others are ten-
able for three years. They are each of the
velue of £30 per annumi. Altogether, there
are 26 scholarships for the children of fallen
or disabled soldiers. Several large country
schools prepare scholars for the Junior ex-
amination. Commeneing in 1925, since I
have been in office, scholars at any of these
schools who have passed the Junior examin-
ation may be transferred to High Sehool:
for two years to prepare for the Leaving
examination. A lodging allowance of £30
per annum is granted. Sixty-six transfers
were approved on the results of the 1927-23
Junior Examinations. It will be seen there-
fore, that as time goes on, the en-
couragement to a higher education is inereas-
ing. There are now no fewer than 133
scholarships and 13 Government exhibitions.
With regard to University exhibitions, little
was done worth mentioning until 1906, when
& University exhibition was offered of the
value of £150 a year, tenable for three years,
tec be held at any reeognised University in
the British Empire. This was restricted to
boys under 19 years of age, who bad com-
pleted three years’ residence in the State.
In 1911 new regualations governing University
exhibitions were gazetted, and the following
were awarded :—University: 3 at £150 per
annum, tenable for three years; Senior:
7 at £25 per annum, tenable for one year;
Junior: 12 at £15 per annum, tenable for
one year. In 1913 regulations provided for
10 exhibitions tenable at the University
of Western Australia for three years ai £50
per annum:—3Senior: 7 at £25 per annum,
tenable for one year; Junior: 12 at £20 per
annum, tenable for two years, In 1914,
Junior and Senior exhibitions were abolished
and 10 were offered. These were tenable for
three years at £40 per annum in the case of
students who were able to live at home while
attending the University; and at £60 per
annum for students who were obliged to live
away from home. Since 1921 an additional
exhibition has heen awarded to a eandidate
who is prepared to take the eourse presecribed

[COUNCIL.)

for the Degree of Bachelor of Seience i
Apricndture. In 1926 two additional exhibi
tions were provided by me for candidate:
who wished to become teachers of science
These exhibitions are of the same value a
the others to whick I have referred. Sue
cessful candidates are required to devote
three years to the course for the B.Se. degree
and & fourth year to the post-graduate
course at the Teachers’ College. But not al
our boys can hope to have a University train-
ing, and our object should be to give eack
child the instruetion that will enable him
to develop his particular capacity to the
fullest extent. And we try to do that. Some
boys have no inclination even for a second
ary school course. They wish to learn s
trade, and we provide the means by which
they can become skilled tradesmen. This is
done through our fechnmical schools. I have
been paying special attention to the improve-
ment of the apprenticeship classes, and in
order that I might be guided by the best
available adviee, I arranged with the Gov-
ernment of New South Wales to allow Mr.
Nangle, the Superintendent of Technical
Edugation in that State—a gentleman who
has distinguished himnself in that office—to
come to Western Australia to report on our
Tecknical School system and to furnish
suggestions to enable the classes to render
even better service than in the past. I will
give hon. members a brief outline of the
work done in our Technical Schools in con-
nection with the training of apprentices.
This information has been supplied to me by
Mx. Allen, the Director of Technical Eduea-
tion, who says—

T enclose a statement showing the number
of registerad apprentices and probationers in
various trades and the number of those in at-

tendance at the day classes at the technical
schoels at Perth and Fremantle.

For the day classes for apprentices the fol-
lowing instructors arc employed. With the
exception of the instructors for printing (eom-
posing} and for the clectrical trades, they are
all full time instructors:—

Carpentry—2 full time instructors.

Fitting and Turring—1 full time instructor.

Painting—1 full time iastructor.

Plumbing—1 full time instruector.

Printing  (machining)—1 full time in-
structor.
Printing  (composing}—1  two-thirds full

time instructor.
Flectrical trades—1 part-time instructor (6
hours per week).

. The allicd class work of 10 hours per week
is done by full time officers,
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Allied Classwork:

1 full time officer for fitting and turning,
efe.

1 full time officer for building trades—brick-
laying, plastering, and stonemasonry.

In carpentry, two trade instructors give the
apprentices instruction in the theory and prae-
tice of the trade and conduct the allied class
work in trade caleulations and drawing for all
sectiong.

In fitting and turning, each apprentice re-
ceives two hours per week instrucetion in the
theory and practice of the trade, and two hours
per week in trade calenlations and drawing
from an officer gpecially qualified to teach these
allied subjeets.

In painting, the trade instructor conduets
elasses in the theory and practice of the trade,
and also gives the apprentiees instruetion in
allied classwork such a3 drawing, ete, con-
nected with the trade.

In plumbing, the trade instructer conduets
the elasges in theory and praectice of the trade
and also gives instruction in trade ealculationa
and drawing as required in plumbing and sheet
metal working. Te spends Friday morning
and Friday afternoon at Fremantle, conduct-
ing classes in plumbing and sheet w:etal work-
ing at that centre.

Day Classes.
For Registered Apprentices and Probationers.

Number
Total

Trade, reglatered. agﬁ;ﬂ;lfg

Carpentry 167 140
Fittiog and Turning ... . 52 43
Motor Mechanics 68 56
Brags Finlshem 10 7

-_— 120 —— 106

Pointing e 0 08
FPlumbing—Perth 64 57
Fremantle 13 13
Sheetmetalwork—Perth e 26 24
Fremanotle.., il b

—_— 100 — 0

Printing {Machinlng) 40 40

Printing {Composing)... &8 58

Electrical es 62 L1}

Bulldlng Tradea—

Bricklayers - a0 1
TPlasterers oo 29 16
Stopemanons 15 14

— &3 — 60

609 826

It will be seen from the return that I have
read that of 699 registered apprentices no
fewer than 625 are taking advantage of the
instruction that is given in our technical
schools. There is no doubt much money
will have te be spent on if to make it the
institution I desire it to be. But it is doing
good work even now, and much interest is
taken in it by all who should be concerned.
Last week the newly-appoinied Apprentice-
ship Board, appointed under the Arbitra-
tion Act, and presided aver by Mr. Somer-
ville, met to lay down syllabuses of instruc-
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tion and to arrange future courses for the
students. This information should be es-
pecially pleasing to Sir Edward Wittenoom,
who may now be prepared to admit that
even from hiz point of view the Education
Department is endeavouring to fulfil its
responsibilities, and enable those who are
qualifying to engage in manual work to
perfect themselves in their respective trades.
Then there is manual training in the large
country schools. Many of them are coming
more closely into touch with the different
aspects of rural life. The older girls re-
ceive a fraining in home economics and in
drying and preserving fruit and vegetables.
Then there is the Narrogin School of Agri-
culture. It was started by the Department
of Aprieulture, but was handed over a few
years ago to the FEducation Department.
Agriculture in Western Australia is s great
and permanent industry and it must con-
tinue to expand for many years fo come
Any scheme that fits lads to become capabla
and scientific farmers is accomplishing
something that must later on he beneficially
felt in the inereased wealth production of
the State. After a careful inspection, I
have no hesitation in saying that the
Narrogin School of Agriculture is training
boys not only to become farmers in the
general aceeptation of the term, but farm-
ers of an advanced type. At this school I
saw, on the ocecasion of my visit, boys in-
structed in the different trades. I saw
blacksmithing in all phases likely to be use-
ful in an agricultural life. I saw lads
engaged in woodworking and harness-
making and repairing, with a similar ob-
jective. I was shown what conld be done
by them in building construetion. It was
pointed out to me that they were instructed
in the ecare and management of horses,
cattle and pigs; how to make ensilage;
how to look after an orchard; how to cul-
tivate land and remove the crop; how to
eure bacon and hams, make butter, preserve
and dry fruii; manufacture jams, and, in
faet, how to do almest everything reguisite
for a farmer to know in order to assist him
in achieving the largest measure of success.
Then there was the educational side.
Among the subjects taught are English
and History, Elementary Chemistry and
Physies {as a base of Agricultural Science),
Mathematies, including Farm Book-keeping,
Mensuration, Elementary Surveying and
Geometrical Drawing and the elements of
Rura! Economics, Sanitation, Hygiene, snd
First Aid. At this school there are about
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70 boys, and the area of the farm is 2,000
aeres. The age of admission is between 14
and 16, and the course extends over two
years. Lt shonld be remembered that the
institution, or any others to follow—and I
hope others will follaw—is not to be in
competition against Muresk. Tt is something
on its own. Boys who wish to go on until
they are 19 years of age shounld attend High
School, pass junior examination end then
go to Muresk. The Narrogin school is for
those who are unable to devote the time
necessary to enable them to pursue thein
studies at the Muresk Agricultural College.
Mr. Stewart referred to frequent changes
of head teachers at Wagin school. No head
has been removed in less than two years
from the Wagin school except in 1920 when
the head teacher was promoted. In 1926
another head was removed for promotion
after having been there for two years.
Long service leave was responsible for a
break in two instances. But all this is un-
avoidable. We cannot refuse to promote a
teacher beeause he is giving satisfaction to
parents, nor can we refuse to give a teacher
long service leave when it is due to him.
I regret to say that there is no remedy for
Mr. Stewart’s eommlaint under this head.
I am pleased that Mr. Stewart, as a repre-
sentative of the agrienlturisis in the House,
is prepared to support the excision of the
clanse which gives the Minister power to
excuse from attendance at school, ehildren
who are required to help in the fields at
harvest time. That provision first appeared
in the 1808 amending Aet, and it is clear
that it has ontlived its usefulness. As this
is a consolidating measure 1, with two ex-
ceptions, inserted only those amendments
which had heen recommended by the de-
parment, and there was no suggestion that
this particular section should be removed.
T will aceept Mr. Lovekin's amendment for
the deletion of the clause. The proviso to
Clause 32 is a'so 20 vears of aze. 1 was
wrong in saying that it dated back to the
time when Sir TFdward Wittenoom was
Minister for Eduration. I find that he had
accepted the office of Awzent-General the
year before. Tt enables the Minister to
certify that a school is effieient without a
prior inspection. The Director informs me
that he has zone hack 25 vears and has not
been able to find an instance in which the
power has heen exercised hy any Minister.
That eclause also should be deleted. Any
efforts to improve the Bill will be welcome.
That is what it is here for. But nothing

[COUNCIL.)

should he done fo weaken any provisions of
the measure which have been tried and
tested over a long number of years. and
which the department have found te be
necessary in carrving out the work of ad-
ministration.

Question put and past.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornel]l in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clanse 4—>Minister for Education:

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: 1
notice by this clanse that the administration
of the Act is to be vested in a responsible
Minister of the Crown. I suggest that more
publicity should be given to the currieulum
of the schools. I am led to make this re-
mark by reason of some eriticism that fol-
lowed the speech I made on the second
reading of the Bill. T happened to say that
I thought when a boy had passed the ele-
mentary stage, unless he was going in for
a profession. that should be sufficient educa-
tion. This hag been interpreted by eritics
to mean that I would make boys hewers
of wood and drawers of water—that is, those
boys leaving school after going through the
elementary course. Many of us who have
read the Bible know that those words
“hewers of wood and drawers of water” are
nsed contempfuously towards the lowest
class of workers. It is unfortunate, there-
fore that they should have been applied in
a case like this, beeanse such eriticism is
apt to result in exaetly what T said the
other day, the creating of the idea that
manua) labour is degrading. T am repre-
sented as having said that all that was learnt
was the three Rs. The Minister has told
ns that in the elementary eourse a good deal
more than the three Rs is taught. T intend
tn give the public some idea of what the
elementary course consists, so that it shall
not be thought any longer that only those
who are educated are not hewers of wood
and drawers of water, and I ask the Minister
to give the matter some publicity so that
disparaging remarks shall not again he
made. We find that in Class VT, there are
different methods of teaching English; then
we come to drawing, which is most unseful,
and which was not taught in my voune days;
next there is arithmetie, and then seripture,
morals and hygiene. With these included,
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1 am wondering why Mr. Lovekin wants his
Children’s Court.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Bill does not go
far enough.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Next we have history and there we find a
long list of useful subjects. Then there is
geography in a very complete form. With
all these subjects how ean it be said that
only the three Rs are tanght? Then we come
to manual work. All these subjeets are
included in the elementary eourse, and yet
we are told that any young man who does
not want to enter a profession does not get
a very good start in life. My argument is
that if we keep young fellows too long in
a town or a city, they will not afterwards go
to the country. When they are armed with
an edueation, the details of which I have
just given, no one can pessibly say that
they are badly started in life.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: TUnfortunately for
Sir Rdward Wittenoom, [ am afreid that
until recently he did not know that the
subjects he outlined were included in the
curriculum of the schools; consequently
they were not present in his mind when he
gave utterance to the remarks that gave
rise to the criticism in the public Press.

Hon. Sir BEdward Wittenoom: Yon are
quite wrong: I knew them exactly.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Unfortunately, be-
cause of the fact that [ thought another
motion was to be taken before this Bill
came on, I was not in my seat when the
“hief Seeretarv rose to make his reply,

therwise I wonld have offered a few re-
aarks with reference to the snbjeet that Sir
Edward Wittenoom touched upon during
the second reading debate. As Sir Edward
has re-opened the suhject on this clause,
perhaps I may be permitted, with your con-
sent, Mr. President, and that of the House,
to make some referenee to the matter at
this stage. Many of the differences of
opinion among people with regard to edu-
cation are due to a misnnderstanding of the
purpose and objeets of edueation, and of
the results that can be achieved by means
of education. Education is not intended to
make a man merely a money-making
machine. It is designed not only to lay the
foundations on which may be erected the
superstroctare that will qualify a man for
his avoeation in life, but also to extend a
man’s mental outloock and to multiply the
avenites of his rational enjoyment, as a
means whereby he may eunltivate all his
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faculties, and, above everything, education
should teach a man that it does not end
when he leaves school but that it should be
confinued throughout the rest of his life.
Enfortunately there are certain limitations
to what education can achieve. Biomatri-
cians have demonstrated by mathematical
methods that nature is more than five
times as important as nuriure in forming
a man’s qualities. In other words, heredity
is five times more powerful than environ-
ment in forming a man’s character. As
the diamond-cutter is to the diamond, so is
education to the homan mind. Diamonds
are valued for their size, purity, colour,
freedom from flaws, and also for the skill
of their manufaeture. The diamond-catter
cannot increase either the zize, the purity,
or the colour of the diamond. In the same
way education cannot inerease either the
quantity or the quality of the brain-cells of
the human mind. But both the diamond-
cobter and edueation ecan remove flaws and
give a polish or brilliance to the object on
which they work., Unfortunately both can
also roin and depreciate the material on
which they work. I think edueation some-
times achieves that end by eramming and
over-pressure. 1f the objects of education
were borne in mind, we would not so fre-
quently hear eriticism of the nature of that
made by Sir Edward Wittenoom, who im-
agines that in some way or other education
ean spoil people for their avocations in life.
Proper edueation cannot do that. It may
be that a boy whose father intends him for
a certain avocation may, through the
inereased development of his mind, aequire
different fastes, which render that partica-
lar avocation distasteful to him, But, on the
other hand, should the boy retain his tastes
and go in for any particular avocation, he
will undoubtedly be a better man through
having had his mind trained and through the
information and knowledge which he will
attain during the years of his education,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6—agreed to,

Clause 7—Appointment of officers:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelause (2) the words ‘“on the
recommendation of the Direetor’’ be struck
out.

Under our system of government the Minis-
ter must be responsible, and we ought not
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in any Act of Parliament to leave him a
loophole to say, “I did fhis on the recom-
mendation of a subordinate” Clause 4 of
the Bill says that the administration of the
measure and the control of the Education
Department shall be vested as heretofore in
the responsible Minister. The words I pro-
pose to strike out make the Minister to some
extent subordinate to a director. Further,
Clause 8 says that the Director shall be the
permanent head of the department, and,
subject to the Minister, shall be responsible
for the administration of the measure. The
words “on the recommendation of the Dir-
ector” rather nullify those iwo clauses. Per-
haps the matter is nof very imperiant, see-
ing that Subelause (2) says the Minister
“may” transfer any ieacher, and so forth,
on the recommendation of the Director.
However, suppose that by a unanimous vote
this Chamber desired the Minister to trans-
fer a teacher; with those words retained,
the Minister would be unable to do it except
on the Director’s recommendation, The
Minister must always be responsible to Par-
liament,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 13—ngreed ta.
{lause 14—Rensonable excuse:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (b) the words ‘‘such ex-
cuse shall not he entertained unless the parent
has given the teacher notice thereof, in writ-
ing, within seven days after the oeeurrence of
such prevention’’ be struck out, and the fol-
lowing inserfed in liem:—*‘the parent shall
give to the teacher noftice thereof within seven
days after the oceurrcmce of such prevention,
or within such extended time as the court may
deem to have been recasonable in the circum.
stances.’’

The paragraph provides that an excuse that
a child has been prevented from attending
school by sickness, danger of infection, tem-
porary or permanent infirmity, or any un-
avoidable causes shall not be entertained
unless the parent has given notice of the
excuse to the teacher within seven days.
That does not seem to me right. The parent
might be prevented by sickness in the house
or some other good reason from communi.
cating with the teacher; and the court should
have discretion to say that there shall he
another ten days’ time allowed, or whatever
period the court may consider reasonable in
the circumstances. ’

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I would have
no objection to the amendment if it were
properly drafted. Some days ago I met Mr.
Lovekin and disenssed these matters with
him, the Director of Education being also
present. I was prepared to approve of this
amendment provided it passed the ordeal
of the Parliamentary draftsman. I asked
Mr. Lovekin to see Mr. Sayer on the sub-
Jjeet.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Which I did.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is what
Mr. Sayer writes—

If these words are substituted and the

parent does not give notice, what is the effect
of the omission?

Apart from that aspect, the amendment will
not fit in grammatically. I think Mr. Love-
kin, if he studies the amendment, will find
that it does net run eorrectly.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I did see Mr. Sayer
with regard to several of these amendments,
and the result of the short discussion
we had was that Mr. Sayer asked
me to put the amendments on the
Notice Paper, whereupon he would see them
and then would make such recommendations
as he thought fit to the Minister.
Accordingly I asked the Clerk to send to
Myr. Sayer a copy of the Notice Paper. So
when I eame here to-day I thought that if
there were objections to any of these amend-
ments, the Minister would be in a position
to put them right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can make
a suggestion to the hon. member. It is that
after “prevention” in line 7 of paragraph
{b), the words be inserted “nr within such
extended time as the court may deem to have
been reasonable in the circumstances.”

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I will agree to that.
I withdraw my amendment in favowr of
what the Minister has put up.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW : I presume the
phraseology of the Bill was in the old Act.

The Chief Seeretary: Yes.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: And I assume it has
not given rise to any hardship, that there has
been no eomplaint about it. It seems to me
that to throw on the parent the onus of
giving seven days’ notice is calculated to
ensure the better attendance of the children.
Buf Mr, Lovekin, T understand, intends to
loosen that and o allow the parents a longer
period than seven days, so, perhaps, inereas-
ing the difficulty of eompelling the attend-
ance of children at school. If there has not
been any hardship under the old provision,
why alter it?
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It is not intended to
loosen anything. The peint is that the clause
as it stands says that if notice be not given
within seven days no excuse whatever shall
be entertained. It is not right. If there is
an unavoidable cause preventing the parent
from giving notice within seven days, it is
unreasonable to say that it shall not be enter-
tained in any eircumstances whatever,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: I was going to
suggest what the Minister has suggested. 1
think that will meet the case. As to what
Dr. Saw has said, the insertion of these words
is merely to allow the eourt a little disere-
tion. On the present reading, the court has
no diseretion whatever.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘prevention,’’ in paragraph (h).
the words ‘‘or within such extended time as

the court may deem to have been reasonable
in the circumstances’’ be inserted,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 15—Minister may excuse certain
children at certain times:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I ask the Committee
to delete this clause. Only the other dsy
Mr. Stewart said it was an insult to the
farmers. The Chief Secretary, on the seeond
reading, told ns he did not approve of the
clause, and could see no necessity for it. I
am sure Dr. Saw will agree that this elause
should be deleted. I do not think the future
of a child should be interfered with merely
hecause his or her parents desire to make
profit out of the child. We do not want a
ecommunity of uneducated masses. We have
the experience of Russia, where masses of
the people are unedueated, incapable of
thinking, and with untrained minds.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom: The children
are not uneducated in the elementary course,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN': Edueate the people,
and you have a safeguard against commun-
ism and red ragging. The only safety of a
democracy to-day is the edueation of the
people. No parent ought to keep his child
away from school and so saerifice it to his
own profit.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am astounded at
Mr, Lovekin's statement. First of all, this
provision is to be exercised only af the Min-
ister’s diseretion, and in the second place
parents are just as eager to educate their
children as is Mr., Lovekin to see them
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educated. There may be isolated eases where
children will be required at home for a week
at harvest time. Does that justify compari-
son with the uneducated masses of Russiaf
There is 4 good deal of wisdom in the clause,
and it is protected by the provision that it
shall be exercised solely at the diseretion of
the Minister. Only in extreme cases would
parents approach the Minister for his
sanction.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I protest against
the proposed deletion of this clause. It may
be that many members think only of large
centres of population, affording econveniences
for the taking of children to school. In many
parts of the country all through the year
children are taken to school by their mother,
who, suddenly, is confronted with a very
strennous time at home while the harvest is
being gathered, rendering it impossible for
her for the time being to convey her child-
ren to school. As Mr. Baxter has said, it
wonld mean not more than a week or a fort-
night in the whole of the year. To delete
the clanse would he to impose a hardship
upon a very deserving elass of people.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Has the Minister
received many applications for the exemp-
tion of children From school attendance at
harvest time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T have dele-
gated my authority to the Director of Edu-
cation, who informs me that there have been
very few. T certainly would not approve
of a farnier keeping his children at home
to assist in the fields. 1 eonsider the clause
a blot on the Bill, but as this is a consoli-
dating measure, I did not remove it- Per-
sonally, I would not excuse attendance m
such ecircumstances. Where parents have
been sick, I have given approval after care-
ful consideration, but I would not entertain
an. application on these grounds. The
clause must have been framed for the days
when there were struggling farmers in
Western Australia.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Arve not there strug-
gling farmers in Western Australia now?

Hon. V. Hamersley: There are more than
the Minister thinks.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree with
Mr, Stewart that the clause is an insult
to our farmers,

Hon, A. J. H. SAW: The main reason
why the clause should be retained is in the
interest of truth. Otherwise, I ean imagine
a great number of children being kept at
home under the plea that they were suffer-
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ing from severe cold or even hay fever.
Probably that schieme is already resorted
to instead of parents complying with the
cumbrous method of requesting special per-
mission from the Minister.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Let us keep them as
honest as we can.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: If it is a case of
sickness, provision is made for it in Clause
14, This clause will give the Minister dis-
gretion to enable children to work in the
fields. Have we not progressed beyond the
days of child labour, especially as we pro-
vide compulsory education for children up
to the age of 14?7 We are asked to provida
a loophole whereby ehildren may le put to
work in the fields for the profit of the par-
ents and to the injury of the children.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It does not say for
their parents.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: We should consider
the future .of the ehildren rather than the
interests of pavents who would empley them
at picking tomatoes and such like work.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: It is imma-
terial whether the clause is retained or is
deleted, becaunse the mensure already pro-
vides for a certain period of absence from
school. Mr. Lovekin evidently does not un-
derstand the position when he suggests that
children will be engaged bandling bags of
wheat in the field. A child would probably
be employed to carry out lunch to the men
in the field,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: The extra time that
may be granted by the Minister would be
in addition to -the exemption provided for
in this elause. Therefore, the clauvse should
be deleted.

Hon. E. H. H HALL: If Mr. Lovekiu
had been through the farming districts, he
would realise that there is a good deal of
child lahour, On a good many farms boy-
of 13 and 14 are driving tractors and doingy
jolly good work. It is no hardship on the
boys and no sympathy is needed on their
aceount. We have listened to a learned dis-
sertation from Dr. Saw, but T would like
to ask our edncationists, “What is eduea-
tion?” A professor of our University re-
cently asked, “Do we think or do we only
think we think?”

Hon. C. B, Williams: It all depends upon
the state you are in.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T question whether
education is achieving its purpose. It
would be well to think something about

{COUNCIL.]

the edueation our children are receiving.
Excellent though the State school system
15, I am econvinced it is edueation in the
mass. The money we are spending upon it
is all we can afford and perhaps more, but
it is only more becanse we are not getting
the results we have a right to expeect.

The CHATRMAN: T assnme the hon.
member intends to connect his argument
with the clanse dealing with harvesting in
the fields,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I support the
remarks of Mr. Glasheen. It does not matter
whether the Minister has this power or not.

Hon. C. B, Williams: Does it not matter
that we should be honest and say we do not
want children to work in the felds?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It is better for
parents to apply for exemption rather than
tempt them to give an exeuse that is not
genuine.

Hon. H. SEDDON: We should express
ourselves strongly in favour of keeping the
children at school. The remarks of Mr. Hall
regarding the employment of hoys to drive
tractors would induce me to vofe for the
deletion of the clause. The last yvear of
school attendance under a capable teacher
often does more to form a boy’s character
than do the previous years.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: To delete the
clausec wonld impose a disadvantage on
many struggling farmers. I do not approve
of children heing kept home from school,
but the Minister has to be satisfied that the
exeuse is genuine. That is all that is neces-
sary for the well-being of the children.
Recently I visited some schools with the
Governor General, who gave the children a
holiday. At one school he said to the child-
ren, “We are now going to give you a holi-
day. What day will you have? One
yonngster replied, “None at all. Tf we do
not come to school, we shall have to go out
root-picking.”

Hon. E. H, Harris: They were thinking.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: School life nowa-
davs is attractive and only in eases of abso-
lute necessity will children remain away.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: T protest against
the elause. I am one of the poor individuals
who were kept away from sechool and made
to work, and consequently I have a soft spot
for the children. We ought to be honest and
express ourselves in opposition to child
lahour of any kind.

Hon. E. H. Harns: But the Government
have inecluded the clause in the Bill.
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Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. e 8
Noes .. . 15
Majority against 7
AYES.
Hon, C. F, Baxter Hon. .J. Nicholson

Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. 8ir E. Wittenoom
Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hon, J. T. Franklin
Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. V. Hamersivy

(Teller,)
NoEs.

Hon. J. R. Brown Hon, Sir W, Lathlain
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A. lovekin

Hon. G, Fraser Heon. G, W. Milgs
Hon. W, T. Glagsheen Hen. E. Rose

Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. E, H. Harris Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon, G. A, Kempten Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. W. H. Kitson {Teller.)

Clause thus negatived.
Clause 16—-agreed to.
Clause 17—Penalties for neglect:

Hon., A.LOVEKIN: The Aect is a regu-
lation Aect. Under the Traffic Aet, the
Police Aect, and others, when a child is
guilty of a breach of a regulation, it is not
summoned to the court by an ordinary
summons delivered by a police officer, but
a notice is sent to the parents by registered
post. The child attends upon that notice,
and if it does not, a summons is issned. The
procedure that is followed will be found in
Section 24 of the Child Welfare Aet. Trn-
ants are frequently brought before the
Children’s Court. They are mostly the
children of poor peaple, who may be in re-
ceipt of relief from the State. A summons
is issued by an ordinary police constable,
and whatever the court may think fit to do
with the parents, there is inevitably the
3s. costs given against them. In many
cases the parents cannot afford to pay that
meney without taking bread out of the
months of their children. When the costs
are awarded, a levy and distress are
issued, and this means a further 4s. 6d.
Then there are the bailiff's fees to be taken
into aceount. On seores of occasions when
I have been sitting on the hench, I have
ordered the 3s. costs to be paid, and have
made them good myself, On one occasion
I paid 12s. T desire to bring this elause
within the more benevolent seetion of the
Child Welfare Aet, and provide that in-

.
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stead of a summons being issued, a notice
shall be sent by registered post to the
parent to attend the court. TFailing such at-
tendance a summons would be issued. This
would be advantageous to the parents, and
would also save costs to the department.
Qutbaek constables often have to travel
long distances to deliver a summons, and
this expense could be avoided by the post-
ing of the necessary notice. Parents also
would be saved the expense of proceeding
to the court, for they would fill in the
necessary forms, plead guilty, and aunto-
matically pay the fine. I move an amend-
ment—

That all the words after ‘‘Aet’’ in line 4,
down to ‘‘shall’’ in line 9, be struck out, and
the following inserted in leu:— “may be re-
quired by notice posted to or served upon such
parcent at his wvsual place of residence, to at-
tend before a court of summary jurisdiction
at the instance of a compulsory officer, or any
other person appointed in that behalf by the
Minister, to show cause why he should not be
adjudged guilty of an offence ugainst this
Aet. If such parent fails to comply with such
notice, he may be summoned on the complaint
of any person authorised on that behalf by the
Minister to attend before such ecourt, and upon
conviction. '’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am in
sympathy with Mr., Lovekin’s amendment,
and so is the Director of Education, but the
Parliamentary Draftsman tells me that such
an amendment can only be made to the
Child Welfare Act. He says—

Proceedings for simple offences are cont-
menced by complaint and “summons under tha
Justices Aet, 1902-20, and if the offence iy
againgt some provision of the Education Acts,
the proceedings are taken and the complaint
is heard and determined in the Children’s
Court. It is provided by the Child Welfaro
Act, 1907, Seetion 24, that where an offenca
is charged against a child, then in lien of ser-
vice of a summons on the ehild notwe is posted
to or served on the child, and a summons is
not issued or served unless the child fails to
appear in response to such notice. Mr. Love-
kin apparently desires to amend the procedure
in the Children’s Court by extending Seection
24, which relates to children, to proceedings
against the parents of children. This can only
he done (even if desirable) by an amendment
of the Child Welfare Act. It i3 not within the
scope of the Education Bill. It relates to
judieial procedure.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Ti may be heresy
to say so, but I do not agree with the Par-
liamentary Draftsman. I fail to see why.
if we ean say in the Bill “may be summoned.
before a court of summary jurisdiction on
the eomplaint of the compulsory officer,” we
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cannot say, ‘‘You may be required by
notice to attend.” Where is the difference
between notice fo attend and summons to
attend? I think I should press this amend-
ment in order that the matter may be further
considered. In other cases no question has
been raised as to which partieular Act should
be amended, when such Aet relates to mat-
ters of this kind.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: Why not postpone
this clause until you have seen the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman %

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: For the present, T
will withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, further
consideration of the rlause postponed.

Clause 183—Employment of children of
compulsory age:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Between the ages
of 13 and 14 is the period when the child is
going to get the best out of his schooling.
Notwithstanding this, provision is made in
Subclause 4 for the absenee of a child from
sehool, in addition to the other absences thal
may take place for different sets of cou-
ditions. JIf it is a ecase of poverty, the
State should assist the parent rather than
sacrifice the future of the ¢hild. T move
an amendment—

That Subelause 4 be struek out.

The CHIEF - SECRETARY: If this
amendment is carried the Minister will have
no power to grant exemption in any eir-
cumstances. A few years ago application for
exemption from attendance at school was
made on behalf of a girl of sbout 12 years
of age. Mer mother was a widow who had
a haby about 12 days old. She wanted her
daughter to remain home a few weeks until
she had recovered her strength, and I gave
the necessary permission.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: The case referred
to by the Minister is well covered by Clanse
14, which sets out what shall be a reasonable
excuse for absence from school.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: In Subelauvse 5 re-
ference is made to “an inspestor,” who,
under the measure, will be an inspector of
sthools, wherens the inspector who is in-
tend is really the truant inspeetor or com-

[COUNCIL.]

pulsory officer, As the subclause reads, it
may lead to confusion and, in order to make
it clear and uniform, I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of Subelause 5 the words *‘an
ingpector’’ be struck out, and ‘‘any duly ap-
pointed officer’’ inserted in lien,

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
objection to the amendment.

I have no

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 19—Habitual truants:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
ment—

I move an amend-

That all words after ‘‘school’’ in Subelause
1, line 1, be struck out, and the following in-
serted in lien:—‘or, owing to immorality or
gross misconduct, is harmful to other children,
he may be deemed to be uncontrollable or in-
corrigible, as the case may be, and may be
dealt with in manner provided by the Child
Welfare Act, 1907-27.77

1 suggest that we recast the subelause. We
have already postponed one amendment I
suggested, and since then I am more than
ever convineed that my suggestion was right,
because I have turned up a case in which
an attempt was made fo serve a notice unaer
the Child Welfare Act upon a parent, and
the Crown Solicitor ruled that the person
had to be summoned under the Eduecation
Act, and that the Child Welfare Act eould
not apply. TUnless we make the same pro-
vision in this Bill, we shall again have the
same difficulty. The only penalty provided
under the subelause is to send a ehild to an
institution. We have had instances where
parents have declared that no suitable in-
gtitution existed where children of their
religion conld be sent. In sueh circom-
stances the court have heen powerless be-
canse the Child Welfare Act provides that
the eourt eannot send a child to an instita-
tion if the parents objects. We have had
Jewish children hefore the court and we
have not been able to send them to an institn-
tion because their parents objected to their
cbildren being sent to Christian institutions,
We have also had Mohammedan children be-
fore the court, and the difficulty was over-
come by the parents agreeing to the children
being sent to a Roman Catholic institution
as representing a religion nearest to Moham-
medanism. However, they have now raised
objections to the way the meat is killed, and
in one instance an application is being made
for the release of the child on the ground
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that the child is not being trained along
proper religious lines. Under the Child Wel-
fare Act, a child that is deemed to be un-
controllable or incorrigible may be sent to
an institution, or may be put on probation,
or be dealt with in any other way that the
court may determine.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: What does the eourt
do, read a sermon and dismiss the case?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The court may
send the child to an institution, or, if he is
a male child, may order him fo be whipped.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain : Who will
whip him?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If the court releases
the child on probation under conditions that
may be set out, the child is under the super-
vision of the department until he attaing the
age of 18 or an earlier age, as the court
think fit. If we mmend the subeclause as I
suggest, we will accomplish more than is
possible under the subelause as it stands.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Under the
provisions of the subelanse we take action
against the parent, but under the proposed
amendment we could not do so. Any aetion
taken would have to be at the instance of an
inspector of the Child Welfare Depariment
against the child, not against the parent. In
administering the Bducation Act we desire
full power to take action in any direction
desirable. At first T could not see any objec-
tion to Mr. Lovekin’s amendment, but I have
since received the ZIollowing memorandum
from the Parliamentary Draftsman, who
said-—

The Education Aect should retain the power
to proceced against the parent in the case of
habitual truants. ete., by its own officers. Mr.
Lovekin suggests that the charge should be
against the child, either at the instance of the
parent under Section 32 of the Child Welfare
Act, 1927, or at the instanee of an inspector
of the Child Welfare Department under See-
tion 33 of the Act. The Child Welfare De-
partment ean attend to its own business in the
ease of uncontrollable and incorrigible chil-
dren, or in a proper case, proceedings can be
taken by that department in lien of proceed-
ings under this clauge, The Child Welfare De-
%artment will, no doubt, ce-operate with the

ducation Department. But there is no rea-

gon why the clause in the Bill should be in-
terfered with.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T suggest the amend-
ment will mean nothing of the kind. Clause
17 provides that the parent of any child of
not less than six or more than 14 years of
age who negleets to cause the chiid to attend
a school may be summoned and, under Clause
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19, I propose to carry out the same provi-
sion. The parent is responsible.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Who will issoe the
summons under your proposal?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The truant officer, or
some person duly authorised by the Minister,
The parent is still responsible for the child,
but Section 19 provides that if a child is
constantly and habitually absent, he may be
dealt with not only by being sent to an
institution, but he may be dealt with also
under the ather provisions to which I have
referred.

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: Under the Child
Welfare Act, has not the Children’s Court
power already to deal with a child guilty
of immorality, or a child that may be a
danger to others? If so, why drag it into
this Bill also?

The CHIETF SECRETARY: Tt is neces-
sary to fake direet action in casey of this
kind, and the action should be taken by the
compulsory officer attached to the Eduea-
tion Department, TUnder Mr. Lovekin’s
amendment the case must be deall with in
the manner provided by the Child Welfare
Act. What is that manner? Action 1is
taken by the inspector of the Child Welfare
Department and not by the eompulsory
officer of the Bduealion Department. We
propose to bring the parent into court.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Under Clause 17 you
{ake the action.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We take
action under Clause 19; we usually take
action without reference to the Child Wel-
fare Department.

Hon. A. TLOVEKIN: Under Claunse 17
action is taken against the parent and teken
at the instance of the compulsory officer.
Now we say that if a child is brought
before the comrt and is econstantly and
habitnally absent through no fault of the
parent, and thc child may be guilty of im-
morality thar may be harmful to other
children, he may be deall with, not by be-
ing sent to an institution as the clause says,
but under the provisions of the Child Wel-
fare Act which provide that a child may be
put on probation or sent to an institution
or dealt with in any manner the Beneh may
think fit. T want to bring the Bill into line
with the Child Welfare Act. The parent is
still responsible, but if a child is brought
into court at the instance of the compulsory
officer by summons or notice to the parent
and it is then found thai the child is prac-
tieally unconirollable, the court may deal
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with the child under Sections 32 and 33 of
the Child Welfare Act.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN:

ment-—

I move an amend-

That in Subelause 4 the words ‘‘or other
person for the time being legally liable to
maintain the ¢hild?’ be struck out.

These words will lead to confusion because
the definition of “parent” in the Bill is
“guardian and every person who is liable
to maintain or has the aetual custody of
any child.” XNow we propose to alter the
phraseology. We can well leave the defini-
tion as it stands in the interpretation elause.
If we have two definitions confusion will
result.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: I azk the Chief
Secretary to again discuss Subelause 5 with
the Crown Solicitor. The subelause reads:
“This section shall, mutatis mutandis, apply
to any child whose attendance- at schnal
would, owing to immorality or gross mis-
conduct, be harmful to other children.”
Where is the mutatis mutandis in this? Tt

seems to, me that the subelanse is not pro-
perly drafted.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 20—Blind, deaf and mute child-
ren:

Hon. A. LOVERIN: T ask the Chief
Secretary whether he has any proposal to
make in regard to Subelause 9. We shounld
have the same procedure as that under the
Child Welfarc Aect and not all the rigmarole
contained in the subclruse. The clause reads
peculiarly. Tt refers to the eourt or another
court. There cannot be another court; the
Children’s Court is & continuing ecourt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Sayer
says that this is essential. A parent may
change his place of living and it would be
necessary to follow him to wherever he
went.

Hon. A. TLOVEKIN: I ask the hon.
gentleman to read the subelause carefully
and tell me what he would make of it if he

were called upon to interpret it. The Chief
Seeretarv might reconsider it.
The CHIFF SECRETARY: 1 am in-

formed by Mr. Saver that this claese is
taken from the South Australian Act, the
Victorian Act and the New Zealand Act.

{COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: My desire is merely
to assist the Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
amendment—

That in line 16 of Subelause 10 the word
““ten’’ be struck out, and *‘twelve’’ inserted.

I move an

Amendment put and passsed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: It seems to me that
paragraph (b} of Subeclause 12 does not do
credit to the draftsman. 1t says, “Whether
effieient and suitable instruction is being
provided for a blind, deaf, or mute child
or not shall be a matter for the decision of
the Minister (who may, if he deems it
necessary, obtain a report by an inspeetor
or some other person authorised by him in
that behalf), ete” He may obiain a report
or make all sorts of inquiries. Of course
he may do jt; it is an inherent power of
the Minister, and we put it in an Act of
Parliament. I move—

That parvagraph (L) of Subelause 12 be
struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Parlia-
mentary draftsman writes that there can be
no suflicient reason for the omission of these
words.

Amendment put and negatived; the clause,
as previously amended, agreed to.

Clauses 21 to 27—apreed to.
(lause 28—Regulations:

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: In contrndiction to
a previous elause to which I have referred,
the Minister here says, in paragraph (d) of
Subelause 1, that he may make regulations
for “the admission, training, examination,
appointment, promotion, fransfer, dismissal,
resignation, leave of absence, discipline, and
duties of teachers.,” In the other olause these
things were to be done on the recommenda-
tion of the director.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Regarding pars-
graph (h), which refers to the establishment
of scholarships, and the conditions eon-
neeted therewith, I have already said that in
my opinion the greatest defect of onr educa-
tional system is that there are not sufficient
scholarships and bursaries given whereby
the children of poor parents may be
enabled to earry on their edueation beyond
the age of 14 in order to obfain a second-
ary sehool edueation. About 1922 T had the
honour of serving on a Royal Commission
on Edueation, which reported on the ednea-
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tional system of this State. The thing that
impressed the Commission most was the
wonderful wealth of material in our State
schools. If there is one cure for pessimism,
it is to go into the State schools and see the
fine physique and the fine intelligence of so
many of the pupils. I have always been
impressed with the faet that there are not
sufficient facilities given whereby the child-
ren of poor parents can earry on their
edueation from the primary schools to the
secondary schools, and then on to the
university. Under the Hackeit bequest, we
fortunately have considerable advantages
for necessitous scholars, but the system is
lacking in the provision of suffisient schol-
arships and bursaries. No nation can afford
to negleei the talent inherent in so many of
our children. It is the inalienable birthright
of these bright children to bave such facili-
ties given to them. In this respect, other
countries undoubtedly do far more than
Western Australia is deing. I have been
further impressed with that fact since I have
been on the selection board of the Coombe
scholarships. There, every year we have a
number of extremely intelligent and bright
boys applving for scholarships, and unfor-
{unately only three can bhe granted every
vear. It is very much indeed to the credit
of Sir Thomas Coombe (hat he has endowed
three secondary schools schalarships every
year. I would earnestly urge the Govern-
ment to see whether they cannot grant larger
facilities in the way of scholarships and
hursaries,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T move an
amendment—
That in Subelause 3, paragraph (e), line 1,

the figure ‘' (2)’' be struck out, and < (4}’
inserted in licu.

This jis the correction of a clerical error.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Will the Chief See-
retary state why paragraph (e) is needed
in the Bill at all? The matter is provided for
in the Interpretation Act. Under the In-
terpretation Act every regulation must be
laid on the Table of the House in the every
manner provided by this paragraph. In
fact, a subsection of the Interpretation Aet
is embodied in the Bill. Why load up the
Bill in that way?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite a
different procedure has been adopted in con-
nection with this Bill from the procedure
adopted in connection with any meagure pre-
viongly snbmitted to the House. This Bill
gives the Minister power to make regulations,
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and the paragraph is necessary because the
Minister may make some regulation that
would interfere with the status of teachers.
Tf such a regulation were made by the Gov-
ernor in Council and gazetted straight away,
the teachers would have mno right of
appeal under the Public Serviee Ap-
peal Board Aect. At the time of
the recent reclassification of teachers we
fixed salaries and put them through
the Executive Council. The teachers went
before Mr. Justice Draper, who held that
there was no right of appesl, the regula-
tion having wone through Exeeutive Coun-
eil. Mr. Justice Draper said the Minister
should have put up the salaries as a pro-
posal. Consequently 1 had to put the pro-
posal in the form of a regulation. After
there had been an appeal to the court in
connection with the so-called regulation, it
was suobmitted to the Governor in Couneil
and gazetted. That procedure has to be
followed in view of the Public Service Ap-
peal Board Ae¢t. In the department such
regulations are merely ecalled proposals.
Mr. Sayer considered it advisable, instead
of relying upon the Interpretation Aect, to
place the provision of that Aet in this Bill.
I explained the matter to Mr. Lovekin re-
cently.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The same expla-
nation was given the other day, but on re-
ferring to the Arbitration Act I find that
Subsection 4 of Section 36 specifies the
same procedure as we have in Ghis para-
graph of the Bill. The regulations are to
be approved by the Governor, are to be pub-
lished in the “Gazette,” are to take effect,
and are to be laid hefore both Houses of
Parliament, and if either House disapproves
of them they shall go. Bills should not be
loaded up with repetitions from Acts.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have here
some notes from Mr. Sayer in regard to
the matter. He says that in Clanse 28, by
Subelauses 3, 4 and 5, power is given to the
Governor to make regulations, but under
Clause 28 of the Bill regulations are made,
not by the Governor, but by the Minister,
the reason being that these regulationg af-
feet the classification of teachers, their
salaries ete., and therefore are subject to
appeal under the Public Serviece Appeal
Board Aet. Mr. Sayer zays that obviously,
under that right of appeal, the regulation
must be made hy the Minister, since there
ean be no appeal from a regulation made
by the Governor in Executive Council.
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Amendment put and passed; the eclause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 29, 30—agreed to
Clause 31—Census may be taken:

_Hon. A LOVEKIN: I draw attention to
the penalty here provided, which is a sum
not exceeding £5, or in default one month
imprisonment. We should observe some
consistency. Under the Justices Act & pen-
alty of £1 carries with it three days im-
prisonment, whereas here we have £5 or
one month.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I have placed
this question before Mr. Sayer, who points
out that imprisonment must be apportioned,
not only in respect of fines, but also in re-
spect of costs.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 32—-8chools other than a Govern-
ment sechool may be found efficient:

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
amendment—

I move an

That the proviso be struck out,

The power given there has never heen ex-
ercised.

Hon. H. SEDDON: What bappens if
no application is made hy a sehool proprie-
tor to have his sehool found efficient?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If an ele-
mentary school, it is inspeeted periodieally,

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 33 to 38—agreed to.

Clause 39—Sections of Schedule 2 of the
Interpretation Aet incorporated:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I wish to ask the
Chief Secretary whether he desires to have
Section C of the Second Schedule of the
Interpretation Act incorporated in this
measure.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I reeall that
the hon. member explained this to me, but
I subsequently overlooked it. I think he
gave very good reasons why Seetion C
should be omitted.

Hon, A, LOVERIN: TUnder Clause 20
the court may, on the applieation of the
Minister, ecommit any child on the hearing
of a summons or at any time thereafter.
It means an unlimited time. Then in thiy
last clause of the Bill, by incorporating
Seetion C of the Interpretation Act we
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limit the time to three months. 1 propose
to move an amendment to strike out See-
tion C.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member will let it go for the present, [
will ‘inquire into it. Then, if necessary, he
ean move his amendment on recommittal.

Progress reporied.

BILL—MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF
COLLIE VALIDATION.

Returned from the
amendment.

Assembly without

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(KING'S PARK).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 5th September.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central  [8.26]: In moving the
second reading Mr. Lovekin put up yuite
a good case, from his own standpoint, in
favour of the partial partition of the King's
Park reserve,  This Bill has been given
careful consideration by the Government,
and I must oppose it. The objeet is to
lease, for a long term of years, portion of
a reserve which was created for the use
of the people. 1t is true that it is only
a small slice of that reserve, and that it is
somewhat isolated from the main park. DBut
that in no way affects the principle, and
there is reason to fear that if consent is
given to this measure it will lead to the
further partition of the park. A thousand
and one plausible reasons could be given
by alert intellects why some of the land
should be devoted to a better purpose than
that for which it was set aside. The lease
is, of course, to he subjeet to the consent of
the Gavernor, but onee the purpese is al-
tered, this affords little proteetion. It is
provided in the measure that ‘the lessec
shall not earry on or conduet any business
which may at any time be objected to by
the King’s Park Board. In view of the fact
that the board has already permitted the
locking up of large areas of the park for
tennis courts conducted by private enter-
prise, it would scarcely be wise to hand over
an, area of the park to be used primarily
for private gain. Those tennis courts in
King’s Park are oceapied by clubs to the
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exclusion of the general publie, and without
even the approval of the Governor.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is not right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Then I have
been misinformed.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You have so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Even so,
there is little doubt the users are in illegal
occupation. They bhave taken possession of
land that belongs to the public. To give a
lease of the piece of land referred to in the
Bill would establish a precedent that would
be nsed later on towards securing approval
for a lease to the tennis clubs already oper-
ating on this Class A reserve, It is easy
to foresee that the acceptance of this Bill
would he the first step towards whittling
away from the King's Park stretches of land
along King’s Park Road, Thomas Street,
and ‘other places, with serious effect on the
rights of the people as a whole.

- Hon. A. Lovekin: We would have to get
the authority of Parliament for it all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For years
successive (Fovernments have refused to in-
trodnce legislation similar in nature to that
now proposed. It is true a mistake was
made in Southk Perth many years ago. A
portion of a Class A reserve was permitted
to be laid down with bowling greens and
tennis courts, and the balance hag been
found to be too small for such sports as
cricket and foothall, while the howling
greens and :tennis courts are for the
exclusive wuse of memhers of the
clubs who take part in those sports.
One of the objects of the proposed lessee is
to run & tearoom and tennis court. He and
others applied to the State Gardens Board
for the right to conduet sueh a business on
land within their jurisdiction ; but it was con-
sidered undesirable to have sueh structures
on the foreshore, As a public utility on the
land indicated in the Bill tearooms are not
at all necessary, as it is within the ecity.
There is a tea-room a little further on, and
there is always the possibility of others be-
ing opened. In the opinion of the Govern-
ment this block could very mueh better be
utilised in years to come as a beauntiful park
approach with stairways and esealators lead-
ing from the lower levels ltio the heights
above,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Why, the Govern-
ment are starving the park already.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1In the
course of time there would not be much
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park left to starve if this policy were put
into operation.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What suggestion is
made that the policy would be pursued any
further?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The same
assurance is always given, “We want a small
portion, but no more.” We all know what
an ardent champion the University had in the
late Sir Winthrop Hackett, how he was
heart and soul in it, and how it benefited by
the Benefactions under his will.  Fifteen
years ago, in this House, when the quesiion
whether the University buildings should be
erected in King's Park was under diseus-
sion, Sir Winthrop took a determined stand.
Notwithstanding that he was largely re-
sponsible for the establishment of the Uni-
versity and that its welfare was ever present
in his mind, when it came to a question
whether the interests of the University or
the interests of King's Park should be para- .
mount, ke had no hesitation in coming to a
conclusion, and he combatted the suggested
encroachment with all the eloquence at his
command.

Hon, A. Lovekin: We have all done that,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I have made
an extract from his speech which was de-
livere® in the Legislative Council on the
11th December, 1913 :—

On the very first visit the organiser of the
University paid to EKing’s Park he became
obsessed with the idea that that was the site
for the University, because it was so heautiful,
We want that heautiful site and other sites
added to it, and I am happy to say that I
believe the King's Park is absolutely safe in
the guardianship in which it i3 placed. There
is a majority of the King’s Park Board in
favour of keeping it as it is, there i3 a maj-
ority in the Legislative Assembly and a2 maj-
ority in the eity council of the same mind,
and we could get up a circle of meetings to
show that there is a majority amongst the
people.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Hear, hear!

Hon. 8ir J. W. Hackett: T thank the hon.
member for that ‘‘hear, hear,’’ hecause he
was looked upon as one of the possible van-
dals.

Hon. J. D. Cornolly: Where did you get
that ideat

Hon. Sir J. W, Hackett: T speak strongly on
this question because of remarks that were
made yesterday. If this guestion were to be
settled by my using any little influence I
possess in regard to King’s Park, it is pos-
sible that my help might be forthcoming in
that direction—I only say poseible—but as a
matter of fact any such action would be as
if T were to charge a cannon. The protect-
ing powers are too strong, I thank heaven, to
allow that park to be invaded in any one cor-
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ner, for such am invasion would quickly ex-
tend to all other cormers. I hope the park
will be treasured as the only garden of wild
flowers of its character in the Commonwealth
of Australia, For my part I should prefer to
see the University remain in Irwin-street for
an indefinite timc rather than use it to in-
Jjure the King’s Park.

There we have the reply to Mr. Lovekin’s ad-
vocacy of this Bill. “If you allow that
Park to be invaded in any one eorneg, such
an invasion would quickly extend to ofher
corners.”  Although it was proposed to
ercct beautiful buildings on it to provide a
fount of free learning for the sons and
daughters of the people, without distinetion
of class, Sir Winthrop said that he would
prefer to see the University remain in Ir-
win Street for an indefinite time rather than
use it to injure the King's Park.

Hon, A, Lovekin: Hear, hear!
all in aceord with that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That should
be the resolve of everyone who recognises
the valne of such reserves, and who ean ap-
preciate the danger of allowing them to be
tampered with in any way. I intend to
vote against the second reading of the Bill.

We are

HON., J. NICHOLSON (Meiropolitan)
[8.37]: I regret the speech made by the
Leader of the House on this Bill, which has
the definite object of improving and cer-
tainly has no intent of robbing the people
of this State of any of the benefits of King’s
Park. One would think from what the Chief
Secretary has said that the small strip of
land in question really formed one of the
main portions of the park. As a matter of
fact, it is only a sort of appendage to the
park, a promontory projecting from the
mainland. In one sense it does not form por-
tion of the park, por is it nsed at present as
a portion of the park. Tt is more or lesa a
serions encumbrance because, as was cx-
plained by Mr, Lovekin when moving the
second reading of the Bill, the park anthori-
ties have been put to considerable expense
and trouble in irying to rcclaim the land
The strip of land is low-lying, situ-
ated at the foot of the hill fronting
Mount’s Bay road. JYn former years it
was ocecupied and utilised by China-
men as a garden, Ultimately, owing to
the frquble that arose from the spread of
mosduitoes, it was decided something should
be dune to suppress the nnisance. With that
object in view the land was vacated and, at
fairly considerable expense, the responsible
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authorities sueeeeded in getting the area
drained and filled in. Even at the present
time it is & source of trouble to drain the
water from the land. As for its utilisation
for park purposes, that is an absolute im-
possibility, and could not be done except at
very heavy expense. I ask members to view
the land tor themseives and see what they
could make of it, even if it were presented
to them.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Take a couple of
miners around. They would put a hole in
the eliff and fill up the land in five minutes.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is the last
thing Mr, Harris would do.

Hon, E. H. Harris: I said a couple of
miners would do it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is the last thing
that anyone possessed of an aesthetic sense
would do. The Minister suggested that this
strip of land might be utilised for a beautiful
entrance to the park by erecting some sort
of a Jaecob’s ladder. The Minister did not
sctually mention a Jacob’s ladder, but if he
viewed the site he would realise that by no
other means could access be given to the
park from that piece of land. If the hill-
side were knocked away, it would probably
geriously affeet the foundations of the
houses in the immediate neighbourhood.
There are several hounses along the bank all
weighing heavily on the surface of the hill-
side, and any disturbance of the soil in the
neighbourhood would undoubtedly aifect the
foundations of those houses. The super-
inenmbent weight of those houses pressing
on the top of the cliff might have very serious
results. To suggest, as the Chief Secretary
has done, that this eould be made a snitable
approach to the park is drawing a very long
bow.

Hon., A. J. I1, Saw: There is a ladder
approach to the park a litile further on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That approach
has been more or less an eyesore for years,
and at present affords a means for boys to
enjoy themsclves by sliding down the rails.
Steps and rails were provided by the muni-
cipal council costing a fair sum of money.
I am sorry that Mr. Franklin is not in his
seat, becnuse he might have been able to give
us some idea of the cost to the city eouneil
of constructing those steps. I do not hesi-
tate to say that the cost was heavy. We are
now asked fo do something of the same
nature, separate] as the approaches would be
simply by a few yards. That is not the way
to beautify the park. Had this been a pro-
posal to eut out of the park some portion of
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what we regard as the main part utilised by
the public, I wonld have been the first to
be up in arms and to oppose it, just as the
Chief Secretary has done, but I feel sure he
has opposed it under a misapprehension of
the true cirenmstances. He could never have
realised that this piece of land hss been an
eyesore and a considerable expense to the
park authorities.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: As well ag a
nnisanee.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, and a nuis-
ance to the park aathorities, The objeet of
the park anthorities in seeking to get power
to lease this land is due to a desire to hring
about an amelioration of the position and
not to gain anything out of it. Nothing is
further from their thought than self gain. It
is certainly not desired to use this as a lever
in order to get similar powers at some future
time in connection with some other purpose
affecting the park. That is the last thing
anyone associated with the control of that
reserve would seek. This particular piece of
land is an eyesore. Whatever can be done
in the way of improving it will constitute an
asset, not only to the park, but to the State
at large. It will remove a nuisance. If it
is left there the next thing the park board
will require to do will be to apply to the
‘Government for a grant of an adequate
amount to improve this area. If such a re-
quest were made, and an estimate were given
as to what the ¢ost of improvements would
be, the Government would hold up their
hands in holy horror and say they could not
possibly find the money. The power asked
for is not sought with the intention of
alienating this land. That is the last
thing required. What is wanted is to bind
this particular individual who is prepared
to lease the land for some 35 years. He is
willing io spend some thousands of pounds
in improving it, and laying out the ground
in a proper manner. That will be done by
strict covenants compelling him to level the
land, fill up the holes and other places, and
do what is essential to make it a place of
beauty and so removing an eyesore. If by
merely leasing this piece of land, with some
vory minor benefit to the park board, it can
be brought up to a high state of improve-
ment, we shall be creating a benefit to the
State in general, I eapnot see why the
Chief Secretary shonld oppose the Bill. It
was suggested by him it was possible this
might be used as & precedent for further
requests of a similar nature. He also stated
that certain fennis and other =2ssociations
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already had possession of portion of the
park. Neo possession in that sense has been
given to any authority. It is within the
rights of any person to enjoy to the full,
entrance within the preeinets of any of the
tennis courts or bowling reserves to be found
within the boundaries of the park,

The Honorary Minister: What happened
when the visiting tennis players ecame here
lagt year?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Members of the
public were put on their honour to pay an
entrance fee. I would have been pleased to
see the Honorary Minister go there and
assert his rights. I paid an entrance fee to
support the Lawn Tennis Association, and
assist in giving the publie an opportunity of
seeing those players, an opportunity which
eould not be availed of had we not given
that monetary snpport.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I would like {o have
seen the Honorary Minister exercise his right
to walk across the tennis court while the
players were giving such a fine exposition
of the game.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If he had been
struck by a ball sent by one of those experts,
he would certainly have suffered some pain.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is it not a faet that
vou have to be put on a waiting list before
you can be elected a member of the King’s
Park Tennig Club?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: People are en-
titled to assert their rights if they choose fo
da so. The public were sporting encugh to
assist the anthorities concerned to make the
visit a finaneial suecess, otherwise the dis-
tinguished players eould not have come here.

The Honorary Minister: By preventing
people from seeing the players, on account
of the high charges.

Hon.. J. NICHOLSON: The Honorary

_Minister is under a misapprehension, I am
sorry that anyone is his position should be
so grossly ignorant of the facts. The visit
eost a large sum of money.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Abount £1,600,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The players were
experts at tennis.

The Honorary Minister: Undoubtedly.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am told the
association eommitted itself to paying the
visitors this money. No benefit way derived
by the association from the wisit,

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The visitors were
amateurs, too.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They wera sip-
posed to be. They had to pay their way in
the world and to earn their daily bread,
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just as others have had to do. They are
not men of leisure.

Hon. W. T, Glasheen: They could not be
amateury if they received money,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Tt cost that much
money to bring them here. I do not know
the difference between the definition of
amateur and professional, but in order that
the public might have an opportunity to
see those players, someone had to undertake
the responsibility of paying their ezpenses.
T believe the association received back aciu-
ally less than the visit cost. It was mot a
profit-making stunt. The visit brought this
State into prominence such as epuld net have
come to it but for the facilities offered to
the players by the presence of the tenuis
courts, Hundreds of people have interested
themselves in this particular sport. The
visit gave the State prominence that it would
not have gained but for the visit of those
players. They went back to their own coun-
tries, France or Germany as the case may be,
and were able to tell their friends of the
wonderful facilities provided in Western
Australia for the game of their choice.
This would not have been possible but for
the laying down of the temmis courls in
King’s Park. Why biame- these people for
undertaking the obligations they did? Some
members are putting them in a wroung light,
whereas they really conferred a benefit on
the State, without deriving any benefit
themselves.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you mean the
King’s Park Tennis Club?

Bon. J. NICHOLSON: T refer to who-
ever it was who took the responsibility.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Can anyone join that
club?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. Mr. Gray
might even indulge his sporting preclivities
in that way.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Probably Mr. Gray
thinks it is like the tally clerks’ union.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The piece of
land refered to in the Bill is useless and
will remain so unless the Government spend
about £3,000 in putting it in order. I be-
lieve it will cost the man who is undertaking
thie worlr between £2,000 and £3,000 before
he carries out his ideas.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The land was not orig-
inally in the park. We took it over.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It was an annex
to the park. One wonld think this was the
first oceasion when anytbing of the kind
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had hdppened. I have locked up the lisl
of Acts that have been passed at variou:
times, altering the purpose of permaneu
reserves. I find that there is nearly a whol
page of them. The purpose of reserves ha:
been changed in the case of Subiace, Mel
ville Park, Claremont, Bunbury, Broome,
Perth, North Fremantle, Fremantle, South
Perth, Kalgoorlie, Greenmount, York, Mt
Barker, Parkerville, Mt. Lawley, Toodyay,
Merredin, the National I’ark and numerou:
other places, in some cases the purpose be-
ing changed two or three times.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Changes have occurred
in connection with the University land.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : There is nothing
to justify the objection that has been raised.
If it had been intended to do something that
would Le a detriment to the public use of
this area, I would have been the first to ob-
ject to it. I am quite sure that Mr. Love-
kin would he the last man to propose such
a Bilt as that. I support the second read-
ing of the Bill, and 1 hopc the Chief See-
retary will see his way clear to withdraw
the opposition he has indicated, or at least
that he will be prepared, on behalf of the
Government, to give an assurance that a
sufficient sum such as that I have already
indicated, will be provided for the King's
Park Board to enable it to carry on work
that is necessary.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{Metropolitan-Suburban} [9.2}: T much re-
gret that the Chief Secrelary hag given
utterance o such an expression of opinion
regarding the alienation of the portion of
King’s Park referred to in the Bill. I re-
gret that his speech did not display the
fairness that alwavs characterises his atti-
tode when presenting Bills to this House.
To use a vulgarisrm, I think hon. members
are gll barking up the wrong tree,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Well, you bark up
the right one!

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: That
is what I shall endeavour to do. I am n
member of the King's Park Board and 1
claim that no body of men in Western Aus-
tralia are more zealous in their desire to
guard the interests of King’s Park than
the members of that board, who include the
President, Mr. Lovekin, Mr, Nicholson and
myzelf. Regarding the statement by the
Chief Secretary that the Government have
received offers for the leasing of land op-
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posite the particular allotment covered by
the Bill, I can quite inagine that that would
be so. On the other hand, I wounld like to
inform the Minister that the board bave
received numerous offers from persons de-
sirous of leasing various parts of King’s
Park for the purpose of erecting bowser
pumps and other purposes as well.  We
have religiously twrned down every applica-
tion.
Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Re-
specting the particular block of land to
which the Bill applies, it may surprise hon.
members fo know that originally that block
was noi part and parecel of King’s Park.
The block, which is isolated, and has
privately owned land on either side,
hes a frontage to Mount’s Bay-road and
was originally in the possession of the
Lands Department. It was used for the
purpose of construeting a tunnel for tak-
ing a water pipe underground instead of
taking it up the steep eliff that exists there.
That water pipe was for use in connection
with the reservoir constructed in King's
Park and it was found impossible to take
the pipe line up the face of the cliff. Here
is a letter dated the 16th Maw, 19053, from
the then Under Seeretary for Lands:—

I shall be glad to know if your board wishes
to have Perth Town Lot L65 and the north-
eastern moiety of No. 64, two blocks facing
Mount's Bay-road and coloured red on the
attached litho., included in King’s Park. I

would refer you to my letter of the 29th No-
vember last on the matter.

On each side of this pariicular block arc
private houses and this block was origin-
ally leased by the board to a Chinaman for
market garden purposes. It comprises a
swampy hole and will cost a lot of money
to fill up. While it was not originaliy pat
of King’s Park, it was handed over to the
board because it was sneh a nuisance to the
Lands Department,

Hon. A. Lovekin: They asked us to take
it over.

Hon. Sir WILLTAM LATHLAIN: That
is the position. Owing to the stagnant
water that lodged there, the department re-
quested the board to take the bloelk over.
We agreed to do so and it was later used
for the purposes I have indieated. From
the hoard’s standpoint, there is no possible
way of secoring communication between the
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main portion of the park and the bleek in
question.

The Honorary Minister. You could make
a nice garden there.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: It
would cost a lot of money to fill it up.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There are armies of
slugs and snails there.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLATIN: They
even ate the Chinaman out of home, and he
could not earn sufficient to pay 1s. Gd. a
week for rent.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We were threatened
with legul action on one occasion.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Yes,
and it has cost a fortune to provide kero-
sene to keep the mosquitoes down. We have
had letters from the Health Department
constantly asking us to take steps to remove
the mosquito nuisance.

The Honorary Minister: How will the
proprietor of the tenunis court.get on?

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: He will
have to look after himself; that is not our
Job. He may have a lot of money; the
King’s Park Board represent a mendicant
body who have not got sufficient money to
pay for filling up the block. We have suf-
ficient difficulty with another isolated part
of the Park where the fountains and other
provisions are in constant state of disrepair
owing to the depredations of ruthless van-
dals, The block covered by the Bill is one
that we would find it equally difficult to
eontrol. The point I wish to emphasise is
that there are no members of the eommun-
ity who will make more strenuous efforts to
safeguard the interests of King’s Park than
the present members of the bhoard. The
block concerned has private premises on
each side and bas no means of egress to
the park itself. There are no means of
securing communication with it other than
via Mounts Bay-road. I was rather sur-
prised to hear the remarks of the Chief
Secretary, particularly those in which he
adversely commented on the management of
the park. I do not think the Minister could
had made those statements if he were really
acquainted with the position. We do not
desire any portion of the park to be alien-
ated, nor do we desire to see people de-
prived of their rights and just privileges,
T hope hon. members will take a reasonable
view of the position and help the board to
solve a very serious difficulty.



640

HON. A. J. H SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [99]: I support the second
reading of the Bill. In the first place, it
has been shown that the particular piece
of land it is desirved to lease, is merely waste
land and I do not suppose there is one out
of every thousand of the people who go
round Mount’s Bay-road, who realises that
the land forms a part of King's Park. So
far as the purpose for which the park itself
was established is concerned, that block of
land is not fulfilling any funetion. Inas-
much as there is no infention to alienate it
for all time, but merely to grant a lease
for 25 years. 1 can see no reason whatever
why the hoard shonld not be allowed this
privilege.  Furthermore, I suppose there
are very few people in Perth who make
use of Kine’s Park and enjoy its heauties
more than I do. There are very few days
in each week when T do not take a walk or
drive through the park. That has been my
practice for many years past. Tt is a great
pity that more use is not made of King's
Park. At present there is only a small
percentage of the people of this State who
enjoy its beanties. On the general qnestion
of what use is to be made of the park, I am
not at all in agreemeni with the speakers
who have preceded me. To my mind there
are many people, perbaps a great majority
of the people, who regard King’s Park in
mueh the same way as the Dalai Lama of
Thibet regards Lhassa—as a place so sacred
that no foreigner should be allowed to enter
it, and it should not be devoted to any
general purposes. T think a great mistake
is heing made regarding the management
of the park and the use to which it is to be
put. Tt was originally intended. and hoped.
that the park would be refained in a state
of nature, so that it should be there for all
time as an objeet lesson to the people of
snceeeding ages of what the Western Ans-
tralian bush was. T regret to say that I
regard that idea as impossible of achieve-
ment. As far as T ean see we shall not be
able to keep the park in a state of nature.

Hon. J. Cornell: Just as impossible as
it was in the Garden of Fden.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Yes, and T under-
stand some people were turned out of the
garden for verv good reasons! So far as
T can see, King's Park will not remain in
that state of pristine heauty it was in when
it was set aside for public purposes. 'That
will be so owing to numerous bush fires and
to other causes, probably due, I think, to

[COUNCIL.)

the enitivation of other trees and the intr
duction of varions garden pests. It will |
impossible for the park to remain in i
state it would have been in had it be
isolated many hundreds of iles away fro
the capital city. We bave ounly to go throw
King’s Park to see the large nmmber

frees that are dying, I maintain there a
very few sound trees of any size left

King’s Park. What the explanation is
do not knaw; it may be due fo pests or
borers. :

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
bush fires.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The fact remai
that we cannot expect to keep the park
a state of nature. My cxperience goes bai
over some 50 vears and T maintain that tl
park to-day is nothing like what it wi
when I was a hoy. The beauty of the tre
and so forth do not compare with what
saw in my bovhood days. I do not belie
that the park can possibly continne in 1
present state. As time goes on, we will fir
that various portions will have to be eleart
and replanted with trees not indigenous °
Western Australia or with trees indigeno
to Australia. T do not helieve the natur
growth will continue or that the park wi
remain the beauty spot it s at present.
know many people regard me as a vands
but T would like to see the whole of thi
portion of the park along King’s Park-ra»
and Thomas-street devoted to the recreatic
of the people.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. J7. H. SAW: Provided the elnt
would agree to heauntify their portion «
the park, T wonld allow them to becen
established there. T would not allow the
to erect any buildings apart from thos
necessary for club purposes. To show the
bona fides, T would require them to eult
vate the land and heautify it. Under tho:
conditions, if people were prepared
undertake those duties, I would allo
tennis, cricket, bowling, football and othe
clubs to take up portions of the park pr
vided thev were willing to heautify tt
areas thev controlled. That wounld be bettc
rather than that those portions shounld =
main as at present, sandv wastes over whic
very few people ever tread. Manv peop
regard me as a vandal, but I have forme
the opinion T hold as a result of first obser
vation. I would not permit that portio
of the park to be alienated for the erectio
of buildings or any purpose other tha

Mostly
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sport, and T would certainly insist that any-
body aequiring a lease of the land should
improve it, and that it should be open to any
person of repute to join the club provided
they paid the subscription necessary for the
maintenanee of the club. The clubs should
not be permitted to become close preserves.
I can understand that the tennis clubs and
bowling clubs enn only accommodate a cer-
tain number of people, and that when there
is no room for others there must be a wait-
ing list, But provided a person is reput-
able, there is no reason why he should not
bhe permitted to join any of the elubs. I
hope that that will he the only use to which
the park will he devoted. The rest of the
park can be allowed to remain as far
as possible in a state of nature, It
is not in a state of natnre to-day, nor
do I think it ean he kept entirely in a
state of nature, becawse it is necessary to
thin out the trees and hurn the undergrowth
so as to prevent fires going through. That,
however, will not interfere with the growth
of flowers. I believe & great deal can be
done by thinning out trees and planting
and so ensuring the life of the park for
many vears to come,

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [9.8]:
As A country member, I feel that an expres-
sion of opinion on my part will be ageeptable
to Mr. Lovekin. The question of the aliena-
tion of regserves throughout the whole of the
State is one on which there is a great variety
of opinion. Some contend that the reten-
tion of reserves is an economic waste. That
may be so in the back bloeks, but one can-
not say the same of a reserve such as King's
Park. When this matter was brought up
by Mr. Lovekin I was of the opinion that
it shonld be opposed. However, T took the
tronble to visit the particular area it is
intended to lease, to compare it with
what is surrounding it and the use it is to
the park authorities. I am inclined to think
that it will be in the best interests of the
city and the King’s Park Board if the per-
mission sought by the board is granted.
The objection raised by the Chief Seeretary
is that it is an encroachment upon public
reserves. It seems to me that he has spoken
withont a very close knowledge of what it
ig intended to alienate; but it is not a matter
of alienation, it is a matter of leasing. The
Minister’s objection might be upheld if the
partienlar block of land happened to be
available to all. But it is not. Up to the
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present time it has been leased not to any of
our own people but to Chinamen and these
Chinamen have been endeavouring to make
a living from it, The intention now is te
convert the Jand from a nuoisance into a
heunefif, to convert an eyesore into a place
of beanty and when we find that the King’s
Park Board are endeavouring to do some-
thing for the purpose of beautifying the
surroundings it ig our duty to support them.
I do not know whether Mr, Lovekin wounld
like to have a vote taken on the Bill to-
night. T would suggest that befors members
cast their votes, they should take the oppor-
tunity to look at the place for themselves.
I am satisfied that at the present time the
land is useless to the people of Perth and
useless to the King’s Park Board. As there
is a person who is prepared to convert it
into a place of beauty, and at the same
time provide the board with some revenue,
we shall be doing the right thing in per-
mitfing the board to lease it. As has been
pointed out by Sir William Lathlain, the
land on either side of the block in question
is privately owned, and this is & mere strip
of land wedged in between the others. At
its rear there is a precipitous ecliff which,
o the King's Park Board, is utterly useless.
I cannot understand why the Government
should oppose the removal of a nuisance in
this loeality. It is my intention to support
the second reading of the Bill

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [9.23]:
T agree with mnch that Dr. Saw has said
with reference to King’s Park and also with
the concensus of opinion in respeet of that
reserve. 1 agree also that the time has eome
when a different policy should be promul-
gafed in regard to the park, and that it
should be a place of reereation for pedes-
trians and meforists, and also a place for
the enjoyment of 'young people, a place
where they can participate in games or what-
ever form of pleasure they desire to indulge
in. Dr. S8aw has stated that he cannot un-
derstand why the natural timber is decay-
ing, and that it is not what it used to be
when he was a boy. My experience as an
Auystralian is that there is one human bemg
and one class of timber that cannot stand
contact with ecivilisation—the human being
is the Australian aboriginal and the timber
the Australian native tree. T agree with
Dr. Saw also that mach will bave to be done
in King’s Park in the future.
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Hon. Sir William Lathlain: We planted
6,000 trees and all were burnt,

Hon. J. CORNELL: If anyone goes to
Sydney and there sees the park lands, he
must be struck by the antiguated ideas we
adopt towards our King’s Park, the de-
plorable absence of neeessary conveniences
in our park, places where people can get
suifable refreshments,

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: There is g refresh-
ment room in Kings Park and it was re-
cently burgled.

Hon. J. CORNELL: In the Treasury
Gardens, Melbourne, there is a fine kiosk
where refreshments oan be obtained. I have
yet to learn that the people who utilise our
park are responsible for any acts of vandal-
ism there. I understand that the proposal
now hefore the House is to get rid of a
nuisance, an execresence in fact, and with
that object in view it is desired to lease the
land that has been described to us to some
person who will beautify it. For that reason
I intend to support he Bill. The question
of alienation is not involved. The park aun-
thorities have the right to renew a lease and
reappraise it, just as the Government have
a similar right in regard to leasehold homes.
I hope the Bill will pass this House and that
a common sense view will be taken of it by
Parliament as a whole,

HON, H. A, STEPHENSON (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [9.27]: It is my inten-
tion to support the Bill, and T must say that
I am very much surprised fo have heard
the remarks of the Chief Secretary. I ecan-
not understand his action. I can only come
to the conelusion that he has not viewed the
loeality of the block that it is proposed to
lease.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Tt was transferred
from the Lands Department.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The Chief
Secretary must have forgotten all about it.
It is one of the greatest eyesores within a
mile of the Town Hall, and it has been an
eyesore for many years. The land is of no
benefit whatever to the Park and is never
likely to be of any nse. To be made of
any use, some thousands of pounds will have
to be spent on if. As has been pointed out,
it was not originally a portion of King's
Park, but the Government of the day were
very glad to get rid of it and so trans-
ferred it to the King’s Park Board. It isless
than two acres in extent and there is a
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house on either side of it. The board are
be commended on having cntered into a
arrangement with some person to beautify
the spot and to endeavour to make it nsefnl
At the present time the place is an eyesore
It is also a breeding place for mosquitos
and the attempt to eradicate them has cos
a great deal of money. I am utterly unabl
to understand the action of any Governmen
in opposing such a measure as this. Th
passing of the Bill will be the means ol
beautifying the city, and that is an extremeh
desirable object. I have much pleasure it
supporting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debat:
adjourned.

House adjourned at 932 p.m.

Tegislative Hsgembly,
Tuesday, 11th September, 1928.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CANNING STOCKE ROUTE

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: 1, Is it a fact that the
Government propose to recondition the Can-
ning stock route for the purpose of travel-
ling stock from the Kimberleys? 2, If so,
what is the estimated eost of reconditioning
the ronte? 3, What is the estimated cost
of maintenance to keep the route open for
the purpose of travelling stock? 4, What
is the estimated number of ecattle likely to



